138    CONTEMPT FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW.

All the false notions which now obtain with regard
to international obligations have come in under
cover of the phrase, "Religion has nothing to do
with politics.3'

By means of this phrase, such words as policy,
expediency, and other ambiguous terms, invented to
cover a dubious transaction, have led men to ap-
prove of in public matters what they would condemn
in private matters. Religion means a sense of ac-
countability in a future state, .and so religion has
to do with every act that men can do in this world ;
and if an account has to be given for every idle
word, surely public acts affecting a large number of
fellow-creatures must be still more a subject of ac-
count than private acts affecting the happiness only
of a few.